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There were 450,487 Disabled Persons Railcards (DPRC) in 

circulation at the end of rail period 4 of the latest financial year 

(25 July 2026). This is an increase of 25% compared with the end 

of the same rail period in the previous year. This is the highest 

number in circulation since the start of the series in 2012. 

Figure 1.1 DPRC in circulation at the end of rail period 4 

since March 2017, Great Britain, (Table 4310) 

Note: The eligibility criteria for DPRC expanded from 1 March 2026. See page 3 

for details of the changes. 

The data table, a quality and methodology report and interactive 

dashboard associated with this factsheet are published on the 

Disabled Persons Railcards page of the ORR data portal. Key 

definitions are at the end of this factsheet. 

Background: 

This factsheet contains 

information on Disabled 

Persons Railcards (DPRC) in 

circulation and issued (by 

one and three years in length) 

in Great Britain.  

DPRC enable disabled 

passengers to get a discount of 

a third off adult travel on the 

National Rail network in Great 

Britain. 

We collect this data as part of 

our Accessible Travel Policy 

(ATP) compliance monitoring. 

Source: Rail Delivery Group 

Latest periods: Rail periods 1 

to 4 (1 April to 25 July 2026) 

Responsible statistician: 

K. Chatzigeorgiou

Public enquiries: 

rail.stats@orr.gov.uk

Media enquiries:  

Tel: 07856 279808 

Next publication: 

21 January 2027 

 

https://www.railcard.co.uk/disabled-persons-railcard/eligibility/
https://dataportal.orr.gov.uk/statistics/passenger-accessibility/disabled-persons-railcards/
https://www.orr.gov.uk/guidance-compliance/rail/operator-licences-exemptions/atp
mailto:rail.stats@orr.gov.uk
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Rail periods 1 to 4 

Overall, 90,108 one-year DPRC were issued during rail periods 1 to 4 (1 April to 25 July 

2026), an increase of 40% on the number issued in the same rail periods the previous year. 

This is the highest number issued for these rail periods since the start of the series in 2012. 

There were 28,156 three-year DPRC issued during rail periods 1 to 4, an increase of 11% 

on the number issued in the same rail periods the previous year. This is the highest number 

issued for these rail periods since the start of the series in 2012. 

Figure 1.2    The number of one-year and three-year DPRC issued continues to 
increase 

DPRC issued, Great Britain, rail periods 1 to 4 since March 2017 (Table 4310) 

 

Note: The eligibility criteria for DPRC expanded from 1 March 2026. See page 3 for details of the changes.  

https://www.railcard.co.uk/disabled-persons-railcard/eligibility/
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Definitions 
● DPRC enable disabled passengers to get a discount of a third off adult rail fares for 

travel on the National Rail network in Great Britain. 

● DPRC in circulation: The number of Disabled Persons Railcards in circulation which 

are valid to use for a discount on rail fares. This includes both one-year and three-year 

railcards. 

● DPRC issued: The number of Disabled Persons Railcards that have been issued 

during the year. These can be either for one year or three years in length. 

Data tables 

Table 4310 - Disabled Persons Railcards (DPRC) in circulation and issued can be accessed 

on the Disabled Persons Railcards page of the ORR data portal free of charge in 

OpenDocument Spreadsheet (.ods) format. The format of this table was changed in January 

2022 to improve accessibility. We can also provide data in csv format on request. 

Disabled Persons Railcard eligibility conditions 

Since 1 March 2026, the eligibility criteria for the Disabled Persons Railcard have changed. 

Data from April 2025 to March 2026 period 13 is not comparable with earlier data. From 1 

March 2026, eligibility for the Disabled Persons Railcard was expanded under Phase 1 of a 

reform agreed by Rail Delivery Group, Department for Transport, and the Disabled Persons 

Transport Advisory Committee. Eligibility was extended to those who qualify under any of 

the following: receive a Disabled Persons Bus Pass in England, Scotland or Wales; receive 

a London Disabled Persons Freedom Pass; have a Blue Badge; are unable to drive on 

medical grounds; receive Armed Forces Compensation Scheme (AFCS) benefits; receive 

Industrial Injuries Benefit for 20% degree of disablement or higher; are without speech. 

On 30 September 2026, eligibility was expanded to include disabilities and conditions that 

require professional health evidence and more detailed assessment, including some long-

term or degenerative medical conditions, and neurodiversity where it has a substantial 

impact on a person’s ability to travel by train. This change occurred during April 2026 to 

March 2027 Period 7 and any effect on the volume of DPRC issued will be recorded from 

that rail period onwards. 

Related research 
The Department for Transport has conducted research into disabled people’s use and 

experiences of rail in Great Britain. This includes research on DPRC. 

https://dataportal.orr.gov.uk/statistics/passenger-accessibility/disabled-persons-railcards/
https://www.railcard.co.uk/disabled-persons-railcard/eligibility/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exploring-disabled-peoples-use-and-experiences-of-rail-in-great-britain
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exploring-disabled-peoples-use-and-experiences-of-rail-in-great-britain
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Revisions 
There have been no revisions to previously published data. 

Data presented in this release is correct at the time of publication and may change due to 

subsequent revisions. 

For more information on revisions to our statistics, please see the Revisions log.  

https://dataportal.orr.gov.uk/footer/revisions-log/
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